Pettistree Parish Council

MEETING OF PETTISTREE PARISH COUNCIL

HELD ON 12 JUNE 2025 AT 7PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, PETTISTREE

18/25-26

19/25-26

20/25-26

21/25-26

22/25-26

23/25-26

24/25-26

25/25-26

APPROVED MINUTES

PRESENT

Clir Jones (Chair), ClIr Chilvers, Clir Over, Clir Smith and Clir Warburg.

In attendance: S. Ashton (RFO) and A. Staples (Clerk).

SIGNATURE OF DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE FORM AS
VICE CHAIR BY CLLR OVER

The Declaration of Acceptance of Office Form was signed.

APOLOGIES AND TO CONSIDER APPROVALS FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Clir Harrison and Clir Hayward; these absences
were approved.

COMMENTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ON AGENDA ITEMS AND
TO RAISE ISSUES FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

One member of the public was present and raised the following issues; faded
road traffic speed restriction sians. the necessity for a village car park and the
possible use of CIL money for fund a car park; the refurbishment of the parish
room; and the solar farm planning application.

Action: ClIr Over to make enquiries about the faded road sign.

RECEIVE ANY CHANGES TO MEMBERS’ INTERESTS

No changes were received.

RECEIVE ANY DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN RELATION TO ITEMS ON
THE AGENDA

No declarations were received.

APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON 15 MAY 2025

The minutes were approved and signed.

FINANCE MATTERS:

25/25-26.1 Review & Approval of Internal Audit Report (2024/25)

The SALC Internal Audit report for 2024-25 was reviewed and approved.
25/25-26.2 Review & Approval of Internal Audit Report Response & Action
Plan (2024/25)

The Internal Report Response & Action Plan 2024-25 was reviewed and
approved. Regarding REC1 there was a discussion about the level of the
general reserves (see item 25/25-26.6 below). Regarding COM2 a link has been
added to the parish council website to the ESC register of councillor’s interest.
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25/25-26.3 Review of Effectiveness of Internal Audit (2024/25)

The RFO outlined concerns about the conduct of the SALC audit process. A
complaint was raised with them and the issue thereafter resolved satisfactorily.
The council confirmed it was satisfied with the scope, independence and quality
of the internal audit carried out by SALC, and that the auditor had been granted
sufficient access to the council’s records and staff.

25/25-26.4 Appointment of Internal Auditor (2025/26)

It was agreed that SALC be appointed to carry out the internal audit in 2025-26.
25/25-26.5 Review of Receipts/Budget & Payments/Budget Reports
(2024/25)

The Receipt/Budget & Payment/Budget Reports 2024-25 were reviewed and
aporoved.

25/25-26.6 Review & Approval of Statement of Accounts (2024/25)

The Statement of Accounts 2024-25 was reviewed and approved. The low level
of General Reserves held was discussed. On 31 March 2025 they were £486.99,
equating to approximately 7% of the precept. The current level of general
reserves does not meet the 25% requirement specified in the reserves policy. It
was agreed that the £379.39 held in the community fund be moved into the
general reserve. It was also agreed other steps be identified to make budget
savings when the budget for 2026/27 is considered, along with a decision as to
whether the precept should be set to accommodate an appropriate increase in
general reserves.

25/25-26.7 Review & Approval of Bank Reconciliation (2024/25)

The Bank Reconciliation 2024-25 was reviewed and approved.

25/25-26.8 Review & Approval of Annual Governance Statement (2024/25)
The Annual Governance Statement 2024-25 was reviewed, approved and
signed.

25/25-26.9 Review & Approval of Accounting Statements (2024/25)

The Accounting Statements 2024-25 was reviewed, approved and signed.
25/25-26.10 Review & Approval of Explanation of Variances (2024/25)

The Explanation of Variances 2024-25 was reviewed and approved.

25/25-26.11 Review & Approval of Notice of Public Rights (2024/25)

The Notice of Public Rights 2024-25 was reviewed and approved.

25/25-26.12 Approval of Payments, Online Authorisations & Signing of
Forms

The following payments were approved for on-line authorisation by Clir Jones
and ClIr Smith: £4.67 to Lloyds Bank PLC for monthly Bank Charges (10 March —
9 April 2025, paid 19 May 2025); staff payments of £182.43 to A V Staples (which
comprises of staff salaries £154.18, staff expenses £2.25 and office expenses
£26.00) and £208.41 to S E J Ashton (which comprises of staff salaries £166.71,
staff expenses £15.70 and office expenses £26.00); £15,000.00 donation made
to Pettistree Parochial Church Council (grant for refurbishment of Parish Room:
internal insulation and plastering); £110.75 to Parish Magazine Printing
(Newsletter costs — June 2025); and £338.40 to SALC (professional fees: internal
audit 2024-25).
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26/25-26

27/25-26

28/25-26

29/25-26

30/25-26

31/25-26

32/25-26

AUTHORISE PURCHASE OF REPLACEMENT BATTERY FOR SID

It was agreed that purchase of a SID battery was not appropriate at this time.
AUTHORISE PURCHASE OF REPLACEMENT DEFIBRILLATOR PADS

The purchase of replacement defibrillator pads was authorised at a cost of £75
from the British Heart Foundation.

AUTHORISE EXPENDITURE ON SALC NEW COUNCILLOR TRAINING
COURSE FOR CLLR WARBURG

It was agreed that a training course should not be purchased at this time.
APPLICATIONS / PAYMENTS FROM CIL FUNDS

A list of possible projects at Wickham Market Primary School that may merit CIL
funding were discussed: including football goals, accessible play equipment;
forest school / garden refurbishment; and compost toilets. It was agreed in
principle that up to £5,000 could be donated to fund specified school projects. It
was agreed the school should be invited to propose what project(s) they would
suggest the funds be spent on. Any proposed funding for the school would have
to be approved as appropriate for CIL.

Action® Clir \I\lnrhnrg to contact achonl

PLANNING MATTERS: TO NOTE ESC CONSULTATION REQUESTS ON:
No planning consultation requests received from ESC. Prior Notification
(Agricultural) (ref: DC/25/2082/AGO) by Whitehouse Farm Main Road Pettistree
Suffolk was discussed. No consultation request has been received on this
application. Concerns raised by a local parishioner about storage containers at
Whitehouse Farm were also reported. It was noted that these containers are
being advertised for rental, and a query raised as to whether that would require a
grant of planning permission.

Action: Chair to contact applicant.

PARISH COUNCIL DELIVERY

The Chair suggested that a plan be drawn up for what could be achieved in the
next year. Councillors were invited to consider what improvements plans could
fall into their respective briefs for discussion at the next meeting.

CONFIRM DATES OF FUTURE MEETING(S)

10 July 2025; 11 September 2025; 13 November 2025; 15 January 2026; 12
March 2026; and 21 May 2026 (AGM).

Meeting closed at 20:13

Signed:

Clir S Jones (Chair) ~
10 July 2025
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